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Both the Khedive and the Government were taken by sur-
prise. Little time was left to negotiate with the army, but the
Khedive did not lose hope. He called around him Sir
Auckland Colvin, the English Controller, Stone Pasha, the
American Chief of Staff, and other high functionaries. Under
Orabi's plan all the regiments quartered in Cairo were to
move to Abdin that Friday afternoon and no force was left to
defend the Khedive; even his bodyguard under Aly Fahmy
were not to be depended upon. The Khedive insisted on a
last effort. He took with him Sir Auckland with ministers and
other high functionaries following, and drove first to the
barracks of the bodyguard, where he spoke to the officers and
ordered Aly Fahmy to take measures to defend the Palace
against any attack. The colonels simulated acquiescence, and
the Khedive went on to see the regiment quartered at the
Citadel: he spoke to them and they seemed divided amongst
themselves. While he was there Abdul ATs regiment, on its
way from Tura, passed by the Citadel. Abdul Al knew of the
Khedive's visit and went in. He arranged matters successfully
and the two regiments moved together to Abdin. Tewfik then
moved to Abbassieh where Orabi's regiment was stationed.
There they learnt that Orabi, with eighteen guns, had
marched to Abdin at the head of the regiment.

The Khedive came back to Abdin and entered the Palace
by a side-door. The Palace had been left without guards, for
Orabi had ordered Aly Fahmy to withdraw his men from their
posts and join him in the Square at once. The Square was
fully occupied by a force amounting to 4,000 soldiers, with
Orabi on horseback in the middle, his sword drawn and sur-
rounded by a group of officers with swords also drawn. The
populace were kept at a distance and the neighbouring houses
and buildings were crowded with onlookers, all intently hold-
ing their breaths in expectation of what was going to happen.
Some advised the Khedive to keep inside the Palace, but
Sir Auckland/who had had experience of far more dangerous
riots when in the service of the Government of India, encour-
aged him to appear before the mutineers. With Sir Auckland
by fais side and followed by Stone Pasha and a few officers, the
Khedive, with a firm step, advanced to the Square, Sir Auck-
land all the time encouraging the Viceroy and prompting him